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Dear Shiloh Members & Friends,  
 
 During this Holy Season, Christian’s confess and proclaim that “the Word became 
flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14).  This is the great message of the incarnation, that 
Jesus Christ was born into human history in the fullness of time for the salvation of the world.  
This is what we seek to celebrate, to proclaim, that God became flesh and dwelt among us. 
 Traditionally, both Christians and non-Christians have treated Christmas about the 
same—as an opportunity for spending and, often, for overspending.  But what’s most interest-
ing to me is that all this spending id done in the name of Jesus.  As I heard one woman telling 
a small child while I was in line, “It’s Jesus Birthday.  That’s why we give gifts to each other.” 
That’s the assumption that drives people to spend all that money on gifts.  But think about 
that—it’s Jesus birthday, yet we give all the gifts to each other.  That’s kind of like you have a 
birthday party but when it comes time to open the gifts you sit by while everybody else opens 
gifts they brought for the other people at the party while you get nothing.  Try selling that sce-
nario to an 8 year old. 
Yet, that’s what we seem to do every year with Jesus.  Christmas celebrated the birth of the 
Savior of the World, who is a gift in and of himself, yet we celebrate that birth by largely ignor-
ing him in favor of spending on stuff for each other.  We act as if it’s everyone’s birthday but 
Jesus.  I wonder what the birthday boy thinks about all that. 
 It’s supposed to be a time of joy and reflection, but every year it seems like people 
are more and more stressed by Christmas.  And maybe that’s because we’ve forgotten whose 
birthday it really is.  There’s a story of a woman who was Christmas shopping with her two 
children.  After many hours of looking at row after row of toys and hearing both her children 
asking for everything they saw on those many shelves and other things in the store, she finally 
made it to the elevator wit her two kids.  She was feeling what so many of us feel during the 
holiday season time of the year: overwhelming pressure to go to every party, every house-
warming, taste all the holiday food and treats, getting that perfect gift for every single person 
on our shopping list, making sure we don’t forget anyone on our card list, and the pressure of 
making sure we respond to everyone who sent us a card. 
Finally, the elevator doors opened and there was already a crowd.  She pushed her way in 
with her two kids and all her purchases.  When the door closed, she couldn’t take it anymore 
and stated, “Whoever stated this whole Christmas thing should be found, strung up and shot.”  
From the back everyone heard a quiet voice respond, “Don’t worry, we already crucified him.”  
For the rest of the trip down the elevator it was so quiet you could have heard a pin drop.  If 
Christmas is the celebration of Jesus’ birthday, then doesn’t it make sense that we should be 
giving him most of our gifts, those things that he really wants and needs from us?  Shouldn’t 
we be invested in the things in which Jesus himself invested his whole life;  care for the poor 
and needy, justice and peace, a better world in preparation for the coming Kingdom of God 
which he talked so much about?  What I would like to challenge you with is to think about 
taking whatever you’re going to spend on Christmas presents for the family and friends and 
spend an equally amount on a cause that honors Christ.  Jesus, in other words, should get at 
least half of our Christmas presents!  It’s His birthday! 
 I have enclosed a Spiritual  Gifts and Talents inventory for 2013 in this newsletter.  
The inventory will serve as a way to help you discover your spiritual gifts.  If you are a mem-
ber of Shiloh you took vows before the church alter to support the church with your prayers, 
presence, gifts, services, and witness.  I am therefore asking that ALL church members fill out 
the 2013 Spiritual Gift inventory and return it to the church.  I hope that you will take this 2013 
Spiritual Gifts and Talents Inventory seriously.  Your spiritual health as well as the future of 
Shiloh depends upon it.  
 This is an opportunity for each of us to give Jesus a gift for His 
Birthday!  Merry Christmas! 

Shiloh U.M.C.  Vision Statement 
Having experienced firsthand the redeeming love of God, Shiloh United 
Methodist Church feels compelled to share that love with others by mak-
ing disciples of Jesus Christ through growth, outreach and ministry to our 
community and world. 
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2012 Charge Conference 
Report 

During the past year and a half we have worked 
together to implement many new adventures in 
ministry together.  Some of our accomplishments 
include: 

♦ Continued out mentoring relationship with Ot-
terbein U.M.C. 

♦ Increased involvement in Micah’s Backpack 
ministry 

♦ Distributed 500 flyers to local community at 
Christmas 

♦ Distributed 700 flyers to local community at 
Easter 

♦ Recent record attendance at Christmas Eve 
Service 

♦ Recent record in attendance at Easter Sunday 
worship service 

♦ Held a Spring vision retreat and created new 
goals for 2013 

♦ Stated an adult karate class 

♦ Began Disciple Bible Study, Jesus In The 
Gospels” 

♦ Updated church Brochures 

♦ Funfest 2012 (largest fun fest in Shiloh’s his-
tory) 

♦ Continue to purchase AV equipment to make 
it possible to begin a 2nd service 

♦ Collected over 100 shoe boxes for Operation 
Christmas Child 

♦ Finished new church pictorial directory 

♦ Average worship attendance since last charge 
conference is eighty 

♦ Received 7 new members (6 confessions of 
faith) 

These are just a few of the exciting new ministries  
that we have developed since our last charge con-
ference.  We need to continue to be intentional 
about the Lord’s work.  God has richly blessed 
Shiloh and we have many people who give freely 
of their time, talent, gifts, and resources to ensure 
that Shiloh is able to continue its calling to make 
disciples.  God has given all of us gifts to be used 
for the building of Christ’s church here at Shiloh.  
If you have not discovered your spiritual gifts, I 
look forward to helping you discover them so Shi-
loh can continue to fulfill its mission in 2013.  I 
look forward to being in ministry with you at Shiloh 
U.M.C. in the coming year. 

In Christ’s service, 

Bob Evans Dual Highway Location 

November 20, 2012 @ 11:30am 

December 18, 2012 @ 11:30am 

Come join us!  It’s a great time to reconnect with             
your friends and a time for spiritual fellowship. 

 

YOUTH Group??? 

 Anyone 5th grade or older  

please see 

Rhonda Uzelac! 

Lots of fun stuff in-store 

for all! 

You will need: 
1. Black, brown, blue construction paper 
2. Craft glue 
3. Red pom pom 
4. Pencil 
5. Scissors 
 
Instructions: 
1. For the frame, cut a square of blue paper of any size. 
2. Cut a larger square of black paper, for the outside of the frame, making an opening for 
the picture.  
3. With brown paper, trace around your foot (or any foot at all) for Rudolph's face. Cut it 
out. 
4. With black paper, trace around your hand (make two) for the antlers. Cut them out. 
5. Cut bits of black paper for the eyes and nostrils and glue onto face. 
6. Glue a red pom pom in place for the nose. 
7. Glue the antlers in place under the top of the head. Rudolph is now ready to be framed! 
8. Place him in the frame as you wish and glue.  



Happy  AnniversaryHappy  AnniversaryHappy  AnniversaryHappy  Anniversary    

    
    

NovemberNovemberNovemberNovember    
1 Mark & Chen Trovinger 

7 Edgar & Betty  Pryor 

8 Ronald & Linda Kline 

15 Larry & Margie Dentler 

22 Ralph & Shirley Poe 

29 Curt & Nevalene Uzelac 
 

DecemberDecemberDecemberDecember    

6 Charles & Jane Frey 

15 Randy & Karen Price 

29 Frank & Carolyn Brooke 

November 

3 Roy Brown 
4 Danielle Kuhn 
4 Deanna Whitehead 
4 Joe Miller III 
5 Fran Taylor 
6 Randy Rice 
8 Caitlin Koontz 
8 Dorothy Dean 
10 Patricia Eyler 
10 Ryan Shank 
12 Nancy Fizer 
15 Beverly Kifer 
15 Marilyn Painter 
16 Clara Frey 
17 Breanna Jones 
17 Megan Welling 
20 Amanda Frey 
24 Dylan Sorrell 
25 Kendra Showe 

December 
 

1 Richard Keller 
8 Chris Trovinger 
8 Cynthia Davis 
10 Cole McKeever 
11 Carolyn Brooks 
11 Gerald Frey 
11 James Koontz 
12 John Clevenger 
12 Lester Trovinger 
23 Jeanne Reeser 
24 Nellie Mae French 
25 David Frey 
27 Laura Miller 
28 Ashlyn Lemen 

Joint Church Council  
Meeting with Otterbein: 

 

Tuesday, November 13th 
 

Shiloh Church Council: 6:30pm 
Joint Church Council:  7:30pm 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Shiloh Christmas Card Box: Shiloh Christmas Card Box: Shiloh Christmas Card Box: Shiloh Christmas Card Box:     
starts November 25th.  Save money on 
postage by sending cards to 
church members through the      
Shiloh Christmas Card Box! 

The sun may burnThe sun may burn  

The Son will healThe Son will heal  

Fun Fest a Success 

Thanks to everyone for the donations, yard 
sale items, help setting up during the day and 
evenings and to everyone who took part in 
the activities Saturday at our Fun Fest in Sep-
tember.  We had very positive feedback on 
the food and organization of all vendors, an-
tique cards and for the warm friendly atmos-
phere displayed by all.  This is so important in 
letting the community know we are a welcom-
ing Christ filled church. 

We especially want to thank Harry Frey for 
donation his time with his horses and wagon 
rides.  The children had lots of fun and the 
adults had a wonderful trip down memory 
lane.  Also, thanks goes to the Washington 
Square Praise Band and Bethel UM church 
for lending us their moon bounce. 

If you didn’t have time to clean your attic this 
time—you can save your items for next years 
Fun fest– Saturday, September 14, 2013 

Mark your Calendars!! 

 

The Men’s chorus will sing on  

November 11th, 

In honor of Veterans Day. 
 

The Adult Choir will present the cantata 

“Season of Rejoicing” on  

December 9th  

during worship service. 
 

The Rainbow Choir will sing 

“Mary, Mary” on 

Christmas Eve 

The Best Christmas Gift 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A long time ago in Bethlehem 
In a manager so far away 
God gave the world a “Christmas Gift” 
The night His Son was born. 
He wasn’t wrapped in pretty papers 
But in swaddling clothes He laid 
The animals watched over Him 
Shepherds kneel and prayed. 
Wise men came to worship Him 
And brought him gifts, so rare. 
Choirs of Angels sang His Glory 
Their carols filled the air. 
A star shine bright up to the sky 
And lit up all the Earth 
The night God gave the world a Savior 
Through Jesus’ humble birth. 
As we open our Christmas presents 
All gaily wrapped and trimmed 
Let us remember that Holy Night 
And open our hearts to Him 
And as we sing our carols 
And as the bells will ring 
Let’s thank God, for the Best gift of all 
Jesus Christ, our King. 
Alleluia! 

 Helen M. Rice 

I wish to thank everyone for the surprise 
reception for Pastor appreciation Sunday. 
Thank you for the cake and the many cards 
and gift. 
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Sunday, November 25th: 

 9:15am Worship 

 10:40am Sunday School 

 5:00pm Hanging of the Greens (covered dish) 

Sunday, December 2nd:  1st Sunday of Advent 

 9:15am Worship &  celebration of Holy Communion 

 10:40am Sunday School 

 5:00pm Men & Women’s Class Christmas Party 

Sunday, December 9th:  2nd Sunday of Advent 

 9:15am Worship & Shiloh Christmas Cantata 

  (adult choir performing:  “Season of Rejoicing”) 

 10:40am Sunday School 

Sunday, December 16th:  3rd Sunday of Advent 

 9:15am Worship  

 10:40am Sunday School 

 3:30pm Christmas Caroling to Shut-Ins and Nursing homes by bus 

Sunday, December 23rd:  4th Sunday of Advent 

 9:15am Worship  

 10:40am Children’s Christmas Program during Sunday School 

Monday, December 24th:  Christmas Eve Service 

 7:00pm Christmas Eve Service 

  Children’s “Rainbow Choir” Singing 

  Come and join us for a candle light worship service and  
  singing of Christmas Carols as we celebrate Jesus’ Birth! 

Mabel R Widdows Memorial                    
Scholarship 

Through the generosity of Mabel R Widdows 
and in memory of her daughter Katherine R 
Widdows, the Shiloh UM Church offers scholar-
ships for post-secondary education. 

Through an endowment left in Trust of Shiloh 
UM Church on June 6, 2007 the Church offers 
scholarships to students enrolled in high school 
as of that date and beyond. 

Applicants must be members of Shiloh UM 
Church at time of their application and remain 
members to receive renewal scholarships.  Ap-
plications must be completed before July 1st if 
enrolled in winter classes and January 1st if 
enrolled in spring classes.  Tri-mester or other 
class schedules will be considered within the 
annual payment guidelines. 

Secondary education is limited to any school 
recognized as eligible for federal aid or grants.  
Proof of school eligibility is the responsibility of 
the applicant. 

Applicants may attend 2 year or 4 year institu-
tions in undergraduate, graduate or doctoral 
programs in any curriculum. 

Full-time students in undergraduate programs 
may apply if they are registered and maintain at 
least 12 credit hours.  They may apply for re-
newal for up to four years.  These do not need 
to be consecutive years.  Part-time students 
may apply on a semester basis. 

The awards are as follows: 

Two-year schools….$1750/year                           
Four-year schools…$4500/year 

Part-time up to 10 credit hours:                           
 Two-year schools….$75/credit hour       
 Four-year schools…$150/credit hour 

Graduate or doctoral applicants will receive 
$300/credit hour. 

Payment will be made directly to the school on 
a semester basis and payment for the entire 

year will be made when proof of registration is 
presented. 

Eligible expenses include tuition, room and 
board, if living away from home, registration 
and school fees, and books as required.  Re-
ceipts may be requested. 

Renewal is on an annual basis.  Award dis-
qualification will occur if Shiloh membership is 
revoked, the student is not in good standing at 
the school, for whatever reason, or the appli-
cant has had or receives a felony drug convic-
tion. 

The Scholarship guidelines may be reviewed 
and altered on an annual basis by the Adminis-
trative Board of Shiloh UM Church as deemed 
necessary to maintain the integrity of the trust 
endowment. 

The Mabel Widdow’s Memorial Scholarship is 
generously helping fund post-secondary educa-
tion in a variety of schools and curriculums in 
2012-2013 for a total of $19,650.00.  The crite-
rion is simple and goes to the wishes in Mabel 
Widdow’s will. 

The following Shiloh Church Members and stu-
dents have been awarded the monies which 
are sent to their respective schools on their be-
half: 

Katie Frey attending Kansas State in a Veteri-
nary Doctoral program $5700/semester. 

Breanna Jones attending Frostburg University 
majoring in Education $4500/year 

Amber Keck attending Penn State as a Senior 
majoring in Statistics $4500/year 

Sarah Snouffer attending HCC $450/semester 

Christopher Taylor attending Shepherd Univer-
sity majoring in History $4500/year. 

 

We wish them well in their pursuit of 
higher education! 


