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October – December 2020 



A Note from the Pastor’s Heart 

This Season 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 

 

 
 

Greetings, 

 

Ecclesiastes tells us that in life there are seasons, times…for every purpose 

under the heaven. We are in a season which is new for us.  We are physically 

distanced, masked, and Zoomed.  And many of us are weary.  But the writer of 

Ecclesiastes reminds us that this is only a season in our lives.  The writer goes on 

to say that in the seasons of his life he looked for a comforter, but none existed.   
 

We are blessed.  We have a comforter who remains with us no matter the 

season.  I am reminded of Paul who wrote from a prison cell to the Philippians.  

His advice:  Rejoice.  Paul uses the word “rejoice” throughout his letter to the 

Philippians because he wants them to be and stay encouraged no matter their 

circumstances.  Then, Paul tells the Philippians to imitate Christ.   
 

     Rejoicing has been difficult these past few months.  There have been days and 

times when rejoicing was the very last thing on my mind…and on anyone’s mind.  

I was glad to read Paul’s letter to the Philippians because it reminded me that when 

I look above and beyond my circumstances, I find God in its midst.  Most 

importantly, I find that God is with me and has never left me.  I rejoice because 

God is with me.  Don’t worry about what is going on today:  remember that God is 

in the midst of it all and that God is with you. 
 

     Imitating Christ.  We are always called to follow in Christ’s footsteps. We 

welcome the stranger, feed the hungry, heal the sick, and cloth the naked.  We take 

those who are the least amongst us and bless them because it is in this way they 

will know the kingdom of God is here. 
 

     As we prepare our hearts and minds for the holiday season, as we continue to 

physically distance, as we continue our Zoom meetings, and as we worship in the 

church parking lot, remember that the peace of Christ is at hand within each of us.  

It is in and through the peace of Christ that we can rejoice!   
 

Peace and Blessings, 

Pastor Dee 
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Sunday Worship: NEW TIME 

10:00 a.m. Parking Lot Service 

November 1 

Majority vote thru One Call Now and phone 

calls 

(Services will return to regular time 

when we are able to worship in the 

sanctuary) 

 

Turn your Radio to  – FM 88.9 

A 30 minute service.  It does the soul 

wonders to physically see your fellow 

members each Sunday.  It’s your choice to 

stay in your car and give a yell out the 

window to greet each other or bring a chair 

and sit in the sunshine. 

 

Thank you, Pastor Dee, for all you have 

done through YouTube, Emails, Mid-Week 

Devotions, Phone calls and Parking Lot 

services to keep Shiloh together spiritually. 

 
At Shiloh as well as many other churches, 

we are facing a lot of challenges.  However, 

we are rising to the occasion, having 

Parking Lot services, Pastoral services on 

YouTube and staying in touch with each 

other by phone calls and cards.   

We at Shiloh know what it is to support 

each other. 

The pandemic continues with no end in 

sight.  The Task Force Safety Committee 

have been engaged in discussions regarding 

when and how our church family can safely 

return to worship in the sanctuary but the 

goal is that we would do it in a way that is 

safe.   

 

 

 

Trunk or Treat: 

Saturday, Oct 31th  2:00 pm – 3:00pm 

You are invited to Trunk or Treat Saturday, 

October 31th  2:00pm – 3:00pm. 

(Masks are required and social distancing 

will be followed) 

RSVP by October 25th to Nevalene Uzelac at 

critterlane@aol.com or 301-992-2034.  Be 

sure to include number of children. 
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A Prayer Meditation for All Saints Day 

We give you thanks, O God, for all the saints who ever worshiped you 

Whether in brush arbors or cathedrals, 

Weathered wooden churches or crumbling cement meeting houses 

Where your name was lifted and adored. 

We give you thanks, O God, for hands lifted in praise: 

Manicured hands and hands stained with grease or soil, 

Strong hands and those gnarled with age 

Holy hands 

Used as wave offerings across the land. 

We thank you, God, for hardworking saints; 

Whether hard-hatted or steel-booted, 

Head ragged or aproned, 

Blue-collared or three-piece-suited 

They left their mark on the earth for you, for us, for our children to come. 

Thank you, God, for the tremendous sacrifices made by those who have gone before us. 

Bless the memories of your saints, God. 

May we learn how to walk wisely from their examples of faith, dedication, worship, and love. 

(https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/a-prayer-meditation-for-all-saints-day) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thanksgiving – November 26 

 

 

Countless Blessings 

Lord, on this special day of thankfulness, 

We thank you not only for the delicious 

food 

Lovingly prepared and presented, 

But also for special gifts 

You’ve given to our families— 

Loved ones who cherish dearly 

A comfortable place to live, 

The beauty that surrounds us, 

Material pleasures, 

Health, spiritual wealth, 

And so much more. 

How can we show our gratitude for  

The countless blessings you’ve provided? 

We thank you for giving us clear direction, 

Through your holy word 

On how to show our appreciation, 

By obeying Your commands 

And by loving and serving our neighbors. 

Thank you, Lord. –Joanna Fuchs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drive Thru Star Breakfast: 

Saturday, December 5th –9:00am -10:30am 

This year we will be doing things differently.  

You will drive up and your breakfast will be 

brought to you.  Also you will get some fun 

stuff to take home and do with your family. 

Watch for more information closer to the 

date. 

 

 

 

Luminaries: 

The YF will be selling Luminaries to  light up 

the walkway, church steps and parking lot 

for our Parking Lot Christmas Eve Service. 

You can purchase in Memory of or Honor of 

loved ones for $1.00 each.  The money will  

go to the Youth for the “VIRTUAL” ROCK 

event this year.  Sales will begin on Sunday, 

November 28th. More information as time 

gets closer. 

 

 

Candles for Candlelight Service: 

The YF will be selling battery operated 

candles (batteries included) for $2.00 each. 

These candles will be used at our Parking 

Lot Christmas Eve Service. What a beautiful 

sight this will be!! 

The money will go to the Youth “VIRTUAL 

ROCK” event. More information at a later 

date. 

 

 

 

 

 



Youth Events: 

Keep watching for more Social Distancing YF 

events to come throughout the next few 

months.  We are working hard to keep our 

youth involved and together but safely. 

 

 

 

 

 
by the Rev. Jerry Chism 

Oh Immanuel, God with us, truly in this 

Advent season we celebrate that you are not 

hidden in some faraway cloud, but you 

chose to be with us in the blur and mystery 

of our lives. 

In the midst of lists and rush, you are with 

us as a song that echoes in our minds, as the 

light of a candle, as a card from a friend. 

They are signs of your presence. 

We turn to you this season and pray that you 

would birth joy and healing, blessing and 

hope in us. 

Let something wonderful begin in us — 

something surprising and holy. 

May your hand be upon us. Let your love fill 

us. Let your joy overwhelm us. 

Let our longing for you be met on a coming 

holy night. Immanuel with us once again. 

Amen. 

 
 

Christmas Card Box: 

We will not have a  Christmas card box this 

year.  If you would like to mail cards by 

USPS you can get addresses from the 

church directory. 

Please remember those who are 

homebound and those who are in nursing 

homes. 

 

 

“No Event” Annual Ham & Turkey Supper 

 

Due to Covid-19 restrictions and guidelines, 

Shiloh will not have the annual Ham & 

Turkey Supper.   Instead, we are asking for 

monetary donations during the month of 

November.  These donations would be in 

place of items you would have normally 

purchased and donated. 

Your donations will benefit our Building 

Fund which helps to maintain our building. 

You can mail to:  

Ginger Frey 

34 Crystal Falls Dr 

Smithsburg, MD 21783 

 

 

 



 

 
 

This is definitely not normal times, but we 

want to thank  Rhonda for past youth 

parking lot activities, Jay for Hot Wheels, 

and to all who are “behind the scenes” for 

trying to keep things going as normal  as 

possible. 

 

Thanks to R.J and Ruth for taking time every 

week  to help out with office duties 

including printing our weekly bulletins and 

mailing bulletins to those who are not able 

to attend the parking lot services. 

 

Thanks to the Uzelac family for our fall 

decorations adorning our church front and 

steps. 

 

 

 

Happy Belated  Birthday 

and  Anniversary to all those who were 

missed May - September and Happy 

Birthday and  Anniversary to those who will 

celebrate October – December. 

 

 
For The Beauty of the Earth 

 

“Lord of all, to Thee we raise 

This our hymn of grateful praise.” 

 

 

 

 

In everything, we as Christians, remain 

steadfast in our faith. 

In God we trust. 

 

 

Be Well.  Be Safe until we can gather to 

worship in our “Little country church with a 

Big heart 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 


