Shiloh Church Newsletter!

M A R C H - A P R I L

Happy Hearts
Fellowship Luncheon

Tuesday March 27 at
11:30am
Church Social Hall

Good food and fun. Come
join us. Sign up sheet in the
back of the social hall.

19731 Shiloh Church Road
Hagerstown, MD 21742
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Easter Cantata

The Adult Choir will present the Cantata, “Because He Lives” on Easter
Sunday at 9:15am service.
Join us as we follow Jesus into
Jerusalem, to His death on the
cross and His glorious resurrection in word and song.

The Rainbow Choir will sing in
the worship service on Palm Sunday.

Shiloh United Methodist Church

Dear Shiloh Members & Friends,
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent, a season
of forty days, not counting Sundays, before Easter. Centuries
ago the season of Lent developed as a time when Christians
observed the spiritual disciplines of fasting, prayer, study, and
worship as a way of remembering the forty day experience of
the Lord in the wilderness. Lent is a season for us to reflect and
to remember the passion of Christ. No one can conceive the
suffering and pain our Lord endured for the salvation of our
lives. He was called to be God’s Son, “to be wounded for our
transgressions, to be bruised for our iniquities.” What a price
Jesus paid for our sins! Through Christ, God made covenant
with us that everyone who believes in His son, Jesus, and
confesses Him as Lord and Savior of their lives will be given the
gift of eternal life.
Such a gift should provoke a response from us. So, how
should we celebrate Lent? Jesus tells us to give to the needy,
pray, and fast as ways we can show our love to God through
acts of righteousness. Through the centuries, Christians have
practiced fasting, prayer, study, and worship as a way of
celebrating Lent. Such disciplines help us show that God
comes first in our lives!
I invited you to join the Hagerstown United Methodist
Churches for our mid-week Lent worship services. The
schedule continues during March as follows:
Date
March 7th
March 14th
March 21st
March 28th

Place
Grace UMC
Asbury UMC
St. Matthews UMC
Shiloh UMC

Preacher
Rev. Sharon Gibson
Rev. Jerry Lowans
Rev. Conrad Link
Rev. Clark Carr

Each week the host church will provide the meat, bread
and beverage with the participants providing a covered dish.
The meal begins at 6:00pm and the worship service begins at
7:00pm.
In Christ’s Service,

Shiloh U.M.C. Vision Statement
Having experienced firsthand the redeeming love of God, Shiloh United
Methodist Church feels compelled to share that love with others by making disciples of Jesus Christ through growth, outreach and ministry to our
community and world.

Shiloh Members & Friends,
The season of Easter is a time to rejoice in Christ resurrection. Through the
resurrection, we truly come to know that Jesus is God. Paul said, “if Christ has
not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and our faith is in vain.” The
Christians hope in everlasting life is based upon the belief that Christ, being the
first to be resurrected from the dead, will resurrect humanity, too. Christ victory
is our victory over sin and death.
During Holy Week you are invited to the Maundy Thursday service (Holy
Thursday) on April 5th at 7:00pm as we remember the first Lords Supper. On
Easter morning we will celebrate the resurrection with an Easter Sunrise Service
at 6:30am and a Easter Cantata at 9:15am.
Shiloh’s Holy Week Services
April 1st
April 5th
April 8th
April 8th

9:15am
7:00pm
6:30am
9:15am

Palm Sunday Service
Holy Thursday Communion Service
Easter Sunrise Service
Choirs Easter Cantata

Easter
Egg Hunt

Welcome to
the World!!!
Shelby Elizabeth
Koontz
February 24, 2012
7lbs 10oz
19 inches

Rita’s Fundraiser

~Youth Fellowship~

Buy tickets for $5 to get a quart of
Rita’s. You take your ticket to Rita’s
and get any flavor you want! The tickets are good for the next season when
Rita’s opens March 1st. They are
good at the Waynesboro and Chambersburg Rita’s. If you don’t want to go
to the store you can talk to Rhonda and
she will get it for you. We are selling
these tickets so we can help get things
throughout the year for adopt a family!

We will be making
Easter Candy
starting Palm Sunday!

If you want a ticket, see Rhonda! Help
the Youth Group out and get some
Rita’s! We are selling them until march
when Rita’s reopens!

April 7th @ 1pm
Rain or Shine
Ages: 13 & under
For donations see Nevalene

See Rhonda for
In Christ’s Service,
Pastor Ken

Youth Fellowship

Donations needed

Happy Anniversary
March
13 Walter & Joyce Welling
14 Sid & Margaret Ann Ridenour
19 Jay & Debbie Doyle

March
3 Iris Stickell
3 Virginia Rodgers
9 Joyce Welling
14 Franklin Doyle
16 Sherry Shoemaker
20 Angela Koontz
20 Harry Frey Jr
24 Florence Leedy
25 Alivia Koontz
26 Makenzie Kuhn
30 Virginia Stenger

April
2 Dean Stenger
2 Lois Patton
6 Tamara Frey
7 Charles Patton
8 Erin Shank
9 Chase Long
11 Joseph Frey
17 Rhonda Parks
23 Donald Klick
24 David Butts
25 Julie Taylor
26 Tish Frey
27 Alphred Frey
27 Walter Welling
28 Joyce Jones
28 Richard Butts
29 Emerson Kuhn

19 Donald & Pamela Mease
22 Ralph & Terrie Shank
24 Gerald & Ginger Frey
29 Joe & Debbie Frey
31 Dean & Gin Stenger

April
14 Walter & Fran Taylor

Jellied Apples
Peel and core apples.
Cut in quarters and put in deep bowl.
Sprinkle 1-3 oz box of cherry or strawberry jello over apples. Toss until coated.
Microwave on high for approximately 7
minutes.
These can be served hot or cold.
I like them heated at warm temperature.
These are very tasty and very pretty.
*Note* use dry powder, do not
cook jello!
Recipe by: Helen Rice

“Its MAGIC!”
Family Night School
Sunday, April 29
5:00pm Covered Dish
Dean Burkett, a local Magician, will
perform the most amazing magic
acts. Bring your kids, grandkids and
friends for an evening of food and fun.

Notes from the Bench
February 2012: Choosing Hymns
“Sing to the LORD, praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after day.” PS 96:2
Singing has long been an intergral part of worship. Stop a minute and think of the
many times during our worship service at Shiloh that we raise our voices in song. Some of
the songs are responses to a specific part of the services. For example, we praise Him with
the Doxology after the Offertory. We sing with reverence the Gloria Patri in response to hearing His word proclaimed in the Gospel. We respond to the benediction with gratefulness at
the close of the service.
We also sing hymns: an opening hymn, the hymn of the day, and a closing hymn.
These hymns vary with each service, but they are not chosen at random. They are chosen
using guidelines from The United Methodist Music and Worship Planner. Clara and I work
together on hymn selection, using the Planner as a guide. All hymns are subject to Pastor
Ken’s approval.
Each worship service centers around four Bible readings: Old Testament, Psalms,
New Testament and Gospel. The hymns suggested for that service complement the readings. Our first step is to select hymns from the list that the congregation is familiar with. Our
next consideration is when we last sang the hymn. We try not to choose any one hymn so
frequently that is becomes tiresome.
If the suggested hymns do not meet our needs, then we look in the Hymnal for hymns
that are in the same selection as one of the suggested hymns so that we can keep a similar
theme. There are times when we search the scripture readings for a word or verse that
brings to mind a particular hymn. Our ultimate goal in hymn selection is to enable the congregation to worship in spirit and truth. (John 4:24)
If you are interested, please stop by the organ bench after a service and you can see
the Planner.
In His Service,
Monica

Second Worship Service News
Shiloh is still in the process of putting together a second worship service for Sunday
mornings. The second service committee has been struggling to find the resources necessary to put a second service together. Questions we still face are how can we offer folks a
more contemporary worship experience without a praise band? How will we handle child
care? And what time should the new worship service start? In order to help Shiloh deal with
these and other questions, I have invited the Rev. Dr. William Channey, from the BaltimoreWashington Conference to come and speak to our congregation on Tuesday , April 24th at
7:30pm.
Dr. Channey is the Western Regions, adventure guide specializing in worship renewal.
This will be an opportunity for us to listen what church researchers are telling us, a chance to
ask questions that relate to our church, and the community we want to reach in the name of
Jesus Christ. I hope you will join in on the conversation as we try to discern where God is
leading Shiloh!

One of the best ways for
a church to grow is to start new
worship services, says Charles
Arn, president of Church Growth,
Inc. in Monrovia, Calif.
But this is not a paint-bynumbers experience, nor is it for
the faint of heart.
Flexibility, curiosity and
the ability to “throw away the box
you’re supposed to think outside
of” may be the key to success
when creating vital new worship
gatherings.
So, why start a new worship service? The Rev. Andy
Lunt, Director of Congregational
Development at the BaltimoreWashington Conference, shared
some reasons at a “Starting New
Worship Services” workshop last
spring. Start a new service, he
said,
1. To reach the unchurched,
2. To minister to more Christians,
3. To reach new kinds of people,
4. To help the congregation
break out of normal life cycle,
5. To allow for change while

retaining the familiar,
To activate inactive members.
7. Starting a new service is also
a good idea when attending
is declining, the surrounding
community is growing or if
your current attendance fills
80 to 100 percent of the
seating capacity, which discourages new people form
feeling comfortable.
Eight out of 10 churches
that have a proven system of
starting new worship services will
experience a measurable increase in: total worship attendance, total giving, number of
conversions.
When beginning a new
worship service, the Rev. Jim
Ozier, Director of New Church
Development and Congregational Transformation at the
North Texas United Methodist
Conference, suggests that pastors and church leaders should:
1. Discern how the new worship
service, regardless of style
and format, will reflect the
culture of their church. If it
6.

Refocus For LENT
GIVE UP complaining——focus on gratitude.
GIVE UP harsh judgments——think kind thoughts.
GIVE UP worry——trust God to provide.
GIVE UP discouragement——be full of hope.
GIVE UP bitterness——turn to forgiveness.
GIVE UP hatred——return good for evil.
GIVE UP anger——be more patient.
GIVE UP pettiness——become mature.
GIVE UP jealousy——pray for trust.
GIVE UP gossiping——control your tongue.
GIVE UP sin——turn to virtue.
GIVE UP giving up——persevere.
Author Unknown

doesn’t match the culture, it
is unlikely to succeed.
2. Be clear about the reasons
to start a new service and
then develop strategies to
match the reasons and know
the where, when, how and
who.
3. Involve a neutral third party
in the discerning and planning stages. This might be a
coach, consultant or a friend
outside the congregation.
Someone without an agenda
should be involved in order
to navigate through the sacred cows that will be
brought up during the discussion like “not that kind of music in my sanctuary” or “we
won’t be one church anymore.”
4. Try out video venues, which
are becoming quite popular.
Arn believes that people want
choices-in their cars, cereals,
detergents, television programs
and worship experiences. The
more options you provide, the
more people you will reach.

Dear Shiloh Friends,
Thank you for your cards of
encouragement, cheer, and humor. I praise
God for each of you and your special talents you share at Shiloh.
I have enclosed copies of three
poems I recently have read and touched my
heart. I pray they are a blessing to you.
May God Bless each of You!
Isaiah 41:10
Sandra Needy
~~~~~~~~~

God Walks With Us
God walks with us no matter where
we go; He leads us to His path
because He loves us so.
Speak to Him for guidance, He’ll answer
sweet and low; Listen with your heart,
His light will ever glow.
God walks with us every hour of the
day; Let us use our minutes along His
righteous way to heed His every
Word, to thank Him and to pray;
Real peace will be ours, when His
commandments we obey.
Jo March

Cancellation Policy:
In case of inclement weather church cancellations will
be put on the local radio stations: WJEJ 1040AM,
WCRH 90.5FM, WHAG 1410AM. If snow emergency
plan is in effect all church activities are cancelled.
WCRH 90.5FM-THE COMPASS
WHAG AM RADIO STATION
WJEJ RADIO

Storms of Life
From day to day I never know what storms may come,
what winds may blow, what darkness hide the
rising sun, what act completed, what deed undone.
Uncertainties prevail in life.
The joys, the failures, toil and strife.
But this one thing I know shall be, God’s everlasting love for
me. His presence when the storms assail,
His strength and help shall never fail. And when I cross the
swelling tide, He still shall be my pilot… guide…
If dark the path that leads from here,
With Him beside, I shall not fear.
Freda V. Fisher

301-582-0285
301-797-7300
301-739-2323
301-797-9797

My Strength, My Fortress
In troubles times I turn to GodHe is my refuge from the storm,
And in the shelter of His arms
I feel secure and warm.
He is my strength, my fortress,
My warmth when I am cold,
And when I reach out I find
His hand for mine to hold.
Often on life’s ocean
My ship is turned and tossed.
His light guides me safely home
When I’m frightened and lost.
He stills the restless waters
And calms the raging storm,
And in the shelter of His arms
I am secure and warm!
Doris A. Orth

Valentine Social
Our Valentine social was held Sunday February 12th at the church.
Despite the low attendance all who attended enjoyed, good food,
good fun, and good fellowship. For the first time, Nevalene and Curt
were honored as “King and Queen of Hearts” for knowing the most
about each other in, “The Mating Game.” This is a real fun evening
and I hope that next year you will join in the fun!
Helen Rice

