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          A Message from the Pastor’s Heart 
                                                

                                                    We are standing on holy ground! 

 

 

 
Greetings Beloved, 

 

 The church building is closed.  It takes some time to live into this…we can’t gather as the 

body of Christ.  Video, emails, Facebook, YouTube, and phone calls are how we are gathering.  

It certainly is not the same, but I am reminded that no matter where we are, we are the body of 

Christ.  Take a look at your hands.  Those are Jesus’s hands. They are to do the work Jesus 

would do and where Jesus calls us to do it.  In this place and in this time our hands are called to 

work at home.  It is the safest place for us. 

 

 But what about worship?  I would like to remind you of Acts 7:33, "Then the Lord said 

to him, 'Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground.’”  As the 

body of Christ, worship is wherever we are.  In our churches, living rooms, out in nature.  God 

calls us to treat all our spaces as sacred.  That includes our homes.  So go ahead, clear a space 

and open up the videos - God is everywhere!  And so is worship. 

 

 I would also like to share with you may favorite Bible verses when I am stressed and 

anxious and on the go.   

 

Don’t fret or worry. Instead of worrying, pray. Let petitions and praises shape your 

worries into prayers, letting God know your concerns. Before you know it, a sense of God’s 

wholeness, everything coming together for good, will come and settle you down. It’s wonderful 

what happens when Christ displaces worry at the center of your life.  Philippians 4:6-9 (MSG) 

 

May the peace of Christ be with you, 

Pastor Dee 

 

 



March 29, 2020 

  

Dear Shiloh UMC Family, 

Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ! I want to thank you for your flexibility as we find new 

ways to engage in community and ministry with each other. This is new for all of us, and I am 

grateful for your patience. 

 Thank you for your comments about the daily devotionals and Sunday worship services.  We 

already have Facebook and YouTube pages - keep tuning in. We have had an increase in visitor 

traffic on our Facebook and YouTube pages. I encourage you to repost the videos to your pages 

as we have been getting responses from our general community. This is proof that the Holy 

Spirit is on the move and the message of Jesus Christ is going viral. Praise God! 

 As we continue to practice social distancing, I hope you are finding encouragement and taking 

refuge in the Lord our God.  I urge you to abide by the mandates given by local authorities to 

stay home. Take time to unplug from the never-ending stream of information and enjoy time 

with your family – play a game, make a special family dinner, read a book, or simply spend 

some quiet time with God. 

 I care about you and we care about the most vulnerable among our community. Therefore, we 

are taking these steps at Shiloh: 

  

·        In response to the most recent public health directives concerning the COVID-19 

virus, the church building will be closed until further notice. We do not have the ability to 

clean and sanitize every time someone enters the building as recommended by the 

CDC. Therefore, only minimal activity in the building will continue, for essential and critical 

needs, including: 

o   Essential staff will access the building for financial and physical maintenance. 

  

Information is changing every day.  Constantly being bombarded by updates can cause fear and 

anxiety. Please know that you are not alone in these feelings.  Feelings and emotions are a gift 

from God. They are real. When and if you feel fearful and anxious, remember that it is God’s 

hope and intention that all of creation and every one of us is to be whole; to be whole means to 

be well in mind, body, and spirit. We hear this promise in scripture from 3 John:2 – 

 “Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that you may be in good health, just as it is 

well with your soul.” 



  

Even though much of the spread of COVID-19 is beyond our control, there are things we can do 

to stay well, both spiritually and physically. 

1.     Pray. Pray for those who are ill, for medical personnel, for first responders, our local and 

national leaders, for those working to contain or mitigate this virus. 

2.     Take care of yourself and check in on the vulnerable folks around you. Call and check 

on your neighbors.  Reach out to each other if you need to talk.  Please feel free to contact me by 

email (pastordionne@myactv.net), home office phone (301-302-7509), Facebook, or 

Messenger.  

3.     Stay connected to the promises of God you find in the scriptures.  You can click on the 

YouTube devotional I send out each day and it will open the video in a new tab.  You can also 

find free resources at www.upperroom.org/devotionals. 

4.     Engage in worship. Our church attendance is being taken by the number of people 

watching the YouTube videos. 

5.     Engage in giving. No matter how, when or where you experience worship, bring your 

praises to God. One element of our worship is to respond by giving. I want to encourage you to 

continue to send/mail in your gifts, tithes, and offering to: 

          Ginger Frey 

          34 Crystal Falls Dr 

          Smithsburg, MD 21783 

  

Please keep our Shiloh family, especially those in the medical fields, in your prayers.  I am in 

constant contact with them and they are tired, stressed, and still serving the community.  We 

thank you for your service and sacrifice during this pandemic.  God bless you and keep you. 

 

 

God Be With You Till We Meet Again, 

Pastor Dee 

  

http://www.upperroom.org/devotionals


Shiloh U M Church 

19731 Shiloh Church Road 

Hagerstown, MD  21742 

Church Office:  301-797-4083 

Pastor Dee:  301-302-7509 

Church Email: 

pastordionne@myactv.net 

Church website: 

www.shilohumchagerstownmd.com 

youtube.com – Shiloh-hagerstown 

 

 

Shiloh Vision Statement: 

Having experienced firsthand the redeeming love 

of God, Shiloh United Methodist church feels 

compelled to share that love with others by 

making disciples of Jesus Christ through growth, 

outreach and ministry to our community and 

world. 

 

 

 

Sunday Worship: 

9:00 a.m. Morning Worship 

10:40 a.m. – 11:15 a.m. Sunday School 

 

 

 

 

 

              

The Coronavirus 

 

As I am ready to email this newsletter, we 

received an email from Pastor Dee stating 

according to the announcement of BWC, the 

church building is closed through April 26th.   

 

We will continue to hear from local 

governments when the first Sunday for 

resumption of worship in our buildings will 

be. 

 

 

All planned events and activities will be 

announced after we get back to our 

normal schedules and safe to be back in 

the church building. 

 

 

 

We will lean on our strong faith. 

God is still in control. 

 

Matthew 8:23-27 

 

mailto:pastordionne@myactv.net
http://www.shilohumchagerstownmd.com/


 

May this be our Hymn of Assurance: 

God Will Take Care of You 

Be not dismayed what e’er betide, God will take care 

of you; 

Beneath His wings of love abide, God will take care of 

you, 

God will take care of you, through every day, o’er all 

the way; 

He will take care of you, God will take care of you. 

Through days of  toil when your heart doth fail, God 

will take care of you; 

When dangers fierce your path assail, God will take 

care of you, 

God will take care of you, through every day, o’er all 

the way; 

He will take care of you, God will take care of you. 

All you may need He will provide, God will take care 

of you; 

Nothing you ask will be denied, God will take care of 

you, 

God will take care of you, through every day, o’er all 

the way; 

He will take care of you, God will take care of you. 

No matter what may be the test, God will take care of 

you; 

Lean, weary one, upon His breast, God will take care 

of you, 

God will take care of you, through every day, o’er all 

the way; 

He will take care of you, God will take care of you. 

 

 

 

Easter Joy 
 

Jesus came to earth, 
To show us how to live, 
How to put others first, 

How to love and how to give. 
 

Then He set about His work, 
That God sent Him to do; 

He took our punishment on Himself; 
He made us clean and new. 

 
He could have saved Himself, 

Calling angels from above, 
But He chose to pay our price for sin; 

He paid it out of love. 
 

Our Lord died on Good Friday, 
But the cross did not destroy 

His resurrection on Easter morn 
That fills our hearts with joy. 

 
Now we know our earthly death, 

Like His, is just a rest. 
We'll be forever with Him 

In heaven, where life is best. 
 

So we live our lives for Jesus, 
Think of Him in all we do. 

Thank you Savior; Thank you Lord. 
Help us love like you! 

 



The Man on the Middle Cross 

 

The soldiers were there at the foot of the cross 

Casting lots for the robe he wore 

His mother looked up at the middle cross 

And cried for the son she bore. 

 

A crown of thorns were on His head 

The nails pierced his feet and hands 

His blood flowed down from the middle cross 

To pardon the sins of man. 

                              Written by Helen Rice 

 

 

 

 

During this trying time, these members cannot 

have visitors or family member visits, so please 

remember them with cards and prayers. 

 

 

Our Shiloh Shut-Ins 

Catherine Uzelac – Ravenwood Nursing Center 

Marion Streletz – Cadia Nursing Center 

Sandi Corsi – Coffman Nursing Home 

 

Our Homebound Shut-Ins 

Margie Dentler 

Lois Patton 

Pat Saunders 

Jeanne Reeser 

 

           

 
 

April 

  2 – Dean Stenger 

  2 – Lois Patton 

  6 – Tammy Frey 

  8-   Erin Myers 

  9 – Alayna Rumbaugh 

  9-  Chase Miller 

11 – Joe Frey 

17 – Rhonda Parks 

22 – Monty McManus 

26 – Jeremiah Baker 

26 – Lawrence Dorsey 

26 – Tish Frey 

27 – Walt Welling 

28 – Joyce Jones 

29 – Emerson Kuhn 

 

 

 
April 

 1 – Larry & Jessica Dorsey 

14 – Walter & Fran Taylor 

 

  



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


